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of a Jewish steward in the Pope's own residence demonstrated the extraordinary 

nature of papal-Jewish relat ions the late twelfth century - a Jew holding a 
position of honour and power in rhe papal household while rhe Church openly 
acknowledged the connection with i ts Jewish heritage. At the same time, Jews in 

Europe were increasingly restricted in occupations, and the continuing call to 
crusade fed inrerethnic violence, while rumours of Jewish sacrifices of Christian 

children were also beginning to circulate.33 

The Church further sought to emphasize its ancestry in Hebrew antiquity 
through the construction of narrative mosaics on the portico of the Lateran's 
western entrance, probably in rhe late 1180s when the Peace between the Roman 
Commune and the papacy was formalized, ostensibly ending the forty-five year 
struggle for control of the city.34 Ingo H erklotz has recently proposed that the 
portico mosaics were created after the Curia returned to Rome in 1188.35 

Construction of the Lateran portico followed the tradition of entrance porches 
added to Roman churches during the twelfth-century renovatio.36 Mosaic scenes 
decorated the portico architrave, referring to the founding of the Lateran by 
Constantine and Pope Sylvester, to legends from their Vitae, and to the 
hagiography of SS John the Baptist and John the Evangelist (who were also 
associated with rhe basilica).-' 7 Significancly, the frieze began with rwo scenes 

33 Many scholars hav e written extensively on the persecution of Jewish communit ies and 

individuals in the High Middle Ages because of t hese persistent ru mours of the murder o f 

Ch r istia n children by Jews. For further in formation , see John M. McC ulloh , 'Jewish Ritual 

Murde r: \Y/ illiam ofNorwich, Thomas ofMonmouth, and the Early Disse mination of the Myth·. 

Speculum, Tl. ( l ';1';17), 6';18 - 740; Kobe rt Chazan, Medieval Stereotypes and iVJodern Anti-Semitism 

(Berke ley: University of Californ ia Press, 1997) ; Jeremy Cohen, Living Letters of the Law: ideas 

of the Jew in M edieval Christianity (Berkeley: University of C aliforn ia Press, 1999); R . I. Moote, 

The Formation of a Persewting Society: Power and Deviance in J,Vestern Europe, 950- 1250 (New 

York: Basil Blackwell , 1987), and Mark R. Cohen , Under C,·escent and Cross: The Jews in 1he 

lvfiddle Ages (Princeton: Princeto n University Press, 1994); Kenneth R. Srow, Alienated 

Minority: The Jews o/MedievalLatin Europe (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1992); 

and sec now Kenneth R. Stow.Jewish Dogs: A n Image and its Interpreters; Continui~y in the 
Catholic j ewish Encounter (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2006) . 

. li Claussen, Gli aedi di Constantino, p. 161. 

» I-I e rklotz, Gli ere di, p. I 61. 

'
6 E rnst K itzinger , 'The Arts as Aspects ofa Renaissance', Renaissana,md Renewal(scc n. 3 I , 

above), pp. 637- 70 (p. 638). 
37 Herklo tz, Gli eredi, pp. I 67-69. 
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referring co che descru C[i o n ot} :rusalern by che Rom ans in A.D. 70 . '" The firsc rwo 

scenes d epiC[ed chc Rom an fl eer sa iling co Jerusalem, and chc ciry of Jerus;1lem 

under siege.,., By commissioning chcsc m os:1ics fo r such a pro m inenc locarion fac ing 

the Luer;rn Field and bei ng conti n uo usly on view to a large number of cicizens and 

clt:rgy, rhe C hurch was proclaiming i rs h isroric connection wich the desrruccion of 
Jerusalem."' Herc was a statement and n:affirmation of its possession of bibl ical 

Judaic heritage, at rhe same rime reinforcing rhe publ ic perception char rh e rel ics 

of rhe Tern pie were held in rhe Lateran . T he po rch served as the sire of parr icuhr 

lirnrgies, including the showing of a new pope to the Roman people and perhaps 

also some port ion of rhe papal adventus cercmo n y. 
Susan T wym an has rccenrly recalled the use of rhe imperial advent us ceremony 

by che popes as a means of asserting p apal rule, whether by a newly elec ted pope 

or by an exiled pope rernrning co Rome. Al tho ugh the excanr evidence suggests 

char papal advent us had been celebrated in Rom e si nce at least the eighth ce ntury, 

cwelfch-century adventus gained a new meaning, when political events in the city 

res ulted in chaos and inscabilicy. In char century, papal adventus appears in the 

h istorical record when the Roman people welcomed rhe pope to Rome as a 

component of rhe imitatio imperii, and essentially as 'a vehicle for po litical 

propaganda': 1 T he papacy's delibe rate adoption o f imperi al ceremony included 

che routing of ceremon ial papal adventus processions among che anc ient 

triumphal monu m ents on the Forum, on part o f che way from Sr Pe ter's to rhe 

Lateran . The processing of the papal encourage besid e rhe rel ief sculptures o f rhe 

Temple Treasures on rhe Arch o f Titus also implied char C hristian ity \Vas 

claiming to have su perseded Judaism, and chat papal power extended beyond even 

rhe might o f the former Roman Empire and irs frontiers. Many questions remain 

about rhe spec ific u se o f the Lateran portico during the adventus ce remo ny, and 

wheth er che procession se rved co call arrenrion to rhe mosaic narratives o n the 

portico as a further emphasis of papal auchority."'2 

' 8 G. Ciampi 11 i, Desa(ris ,udi/i(i is ,1 Comt,111tino l\1,1gno am.<tnat is: Synopsis histori(,1 (Rome: 

Komuek, 1693 ). p. l l. 

·' 9 Ingo Herk lotz, 'Der mirrclalrc rliche fassadenporrikus dcr Latc ranbasi lika und sei ne 
Mosaikcn ', Ro1nis(hesj,d1rbu(h dcr Bibliothaa H crtzi,m,1, 25 ( 1989 ), 2 5-95 . C iam pin i, Dn,ltris 

,1cdi/hiis, p. 11. 

'
10 Herklotz, (;Ii crcdi, pp. 172- 75. 

·•
1 Twyma n, !'t1pt1f Ceremoni,d ,1t Rome, p. 15. 

·•
2 Cf. H erk lotz, Gli crcdi, pp. 200- 0 I. 
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Twelfth-century adventus contin ued to include che Jews of Rome along with 
many other groups of citizens; however, their participation took a new form in che 

exhibition of che Torah to the Pope as he processed through che city. T he record 

ofJewish ceremonial involvement in papal adventus processions does not include 
the d isplay of che Torah co the pope until c. 1145 for Pope Eugenius 111,43 and 

again c. 11 65, for Alexander lll.44 T he Jews' exhibition of their holy cexrs 

solemnized the ir loyalty to the pope, while for C hrist ians, it focused attention on 

che Church's claim to possess the fullness of che Covenant, as originally 

established between Abraham and Yahweh, Moses and Yahweh, and late r between 
Jesus and his followers. This claim occurred at much the same time as the twelfth

century papal document Sicut judeis extended papal protection co Jews, while the 
Church continued to exert control over them.15 

Since che inception of Christianity, the relationship between the Jews and rhe 
Christian Church had evolved from a familial association wi thin Judaism to a 

point of theological opposition by opposing doctrinal camps. By the time of che 
First Crusade in 1096, chat opposition became manifest in forced baptisms, 

restrictions on che daily lives of J ews, and massacres of several Jewish 

communities. In the early twelfth century, this urgent need of the Jews for 
protection and Jewish pleas for security finally resulted in papal action, the issuing 

of che papal letter, Sicutjudeis, by Pope Calixcus II ( 1119- 24)."6 Christians were 

1
·
1 

' ludci quoquc non dccranc cance lecitie, porcantes in humeris sui s legem Mosaycam': Le 

Liber Pontif,calis. ed. by L. Duchesne, Bibliothi:que des Ecoles fran<ja ises d' Achenes cc de Ro me. 

3 vols ( Paris: Edit ions E. de Boccard. 1955), II, 386- 87 (p. 387). 

·•·
1 

'[! ]bi adveneranc Iudei, ex more legcm suam deferences in brachiis' : Le Liber Pontiflcalis, 
II,4(3. 

''
5 The Third Lace ran Counci l, p resided over by Alcx:.ndcr Il l in 1179 , direccly addressed the 

interact ion of C hrist ians with Jews and Muslims, for instance, forbidding Christians to work as 

servants or nursemaids for Jewish and Musl im employers. Many rest rictio ns laid down by Lateran 

Ill had been scared in earlier decrees: however, thei r reiteration in 1179 indicates a perception that 

certain interactions might involve danger for Ch risci ans ; see Decrees o_(the Ecumenical Council_,, 
ed. and trans. by Norman P. Tanner, 2 vo ls (Washington, DC: Georgetown Uni versity Press, 

1990), I , 223.30-224.[2. 
4

<, Foran excellen c discuss io n of che su rrounding problem s, sec G rayzcl, 'The Pap al Bu II Sirnt 

Judeis', pp. 2 50-55. in which he poin cs out chat no accual co py of Calixcus's Bu II has survived.He 

co nsiders as 'more cogent', i.e., possib le, chat the Bull was asked for and given co t he Jews of Rome. 

More recent discussions of the d evelopm e nt of Sicutjudeis may be found in Ken ncch R . Scow, 

'The Church and che Jews', in The Ne11J Cambridge Medieval H istory, ed. by David Abulafia 

(Cambr idge: Cambridge University Press, 1999). pp . 204- 19; Ken n eth R. Scow, The je11Js in 
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commanded neither to harm nor to kill Jews, nor to confiscate their property, nor 
to treat them in any manner different from local custom. Jewish cemeteries were 
also to remain undisturbed. At least five papal successors to Calixtus II reissued 

Sicut judeis during the twelfth century, including Eugenius III and Alexander 
III.47 

The rwo Lateran texts, the renaming of the San eta Sanctorum, and the mosaics 
on the Lateran portico, all indicate a quickening identification of the Church with 
biblical Judaism, at a time when the Jews were officially protected by the papacy. 
Recall Rabbi Jechiel, who served in a position of authority in the household of 
Alexander III in the 1160s: a mere fifty years later, as a result of the Fourth 
Lateran Council of 1215,Jews were officially and definitively barred fro m holding 
public office by conciliar decree.48 

While a multitude of questions remain, the evidence reveals a deliberate public 
identification of the Church with its Jewish heritage during the twelfth century. 
Whether this accicude toward the legacy of the ancient Hebrews influenced any 

papal protection of the Jews through Sicut }udeis, the evidence clearly indicates that 
the papacy endorsed a programme which focused on the Christian supersession 
of Judaism as a d istinct statement of power and authority. Considering th e 
forces within the Church which actively opposed the power of the p opes, and 
external opposition to them from the Roman Commune, Roman nobility and 

Germano-Roman emperor, it is reasonable to conclude that papal actions were 
conducted, not merely to follow ceremonial and papal precedent, bu t to p roduce 
unmistakable statements about the sacred nature and power of the Vicarii Petri 
in the twelfth century. 

Rome (Leiden: Brill, 1995 ), pp. xxi-xxii; and Kenneth R . Scow, The 'J 007 Anonymous'and Papal 

Sovereignty:}ewish Perceptions of the Papacy and Papal Policy in the High M iddle Ages (Cincinnat i: 
Hebrew Union C ollege, 1984), pp. 12-20. 

47 
Shlomo Simonsohn, in The Apostolic See and the Jews, Documents: 492- 1404 (Toro nto: 

Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies, 1988), lists the presently known twelfth-century decrees 
of Sicut }udeis by Popes Eugenius III (1145- 53), Alexander ·III (1159-81), C lement lII 
( 1187-91), Celestine III ( 1191-98), and lnnocenc III ( 1198- 12.16). 

48 Tanner, Decrees, l, 265- 67. 




